
ROTARY WILL BE HOSTING 
A DOG PARK PLAY 
DAY, OFFERING YOU 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCOVER DETAILS ABOUT 
THEIR LATEST PROJECT
PAGE 6

JOIN THE 
LAST COFFEE 

AND FRIENDS OF
THE YEAR

PAGE 5

CURIOUS ABOUT LAWN 
BOWLS? START HERE!

PAGE 11

YOUR RURAL
FIRE BRIGADE 

IS CALLING — WILL YOU 
ANSWER?

PAGE 10

Supporting Community Groups and Keeping Berry Informed

WWW.BERRYALLIANCE.ORG.AUWWW.BERRYALLIANCE.ORG.AUPO BOX 202 BERRY NSW 2535PO BOX 202 BERRY NSW 2535

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BERRYTOWNCRIER NOVEMBER 2025WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BERRYTOWNCRIER NOVEMBER 2025  PRICE: $5.00PRICE: $5.00

Reach your community where it counts – place an ad in your local paper.

BERRY REMEMBRANCE DAY TUESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER. SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 2 FROM THE RSL

UPDATES FROM 
SHOALHAVEN
CITY COUNCIL

PAGE 3 & 7



2 www.berryalliance.org.au 

BERRY ALLIANCEBERRY ALLIANCE
INFORMATIONINFORMATION

The Town Crier is produced
by the Berry Alliance Inc.

The purpose of the publication is to 
communicate to the people of Berry 
about community activities and aims to 
share information amongst community 
groups, individuals and the community.  
A community that is well informed with a 
range of di�erent opinions makes better 
decisions and that makes for an even 
better community that we can continue 
to be proud of.

Contributions are from the Berry Com-

munity who have news and information 

for our readers.

The opinions expressed in the Town Crier 

are not necessarily those of the Berry 

Alliance or of the Editors.

MEMBERSHIP:

Membership of the Berry Alliance costs 
$15 per annum and is open to Berry 
community groups registered with the 
Berry Alliance as well as individuals.

To join please write to Berry Alliance,
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or email: info@berryalliance.org.au
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The closing date for our December issue 
will be Wednesday 19th November 2025 
at 5pm. Please submit prior to this date if 
it is your first submission. Material can be 
submitted via e-mail to: 

towncrier@berryalliance.org.au

Phone 0428 037 572

Town Criers can be downloaded for free 
from www.berryalliance.org.au or our 
Facebook Page: Berry Town Crier.

Nancy Davies - Berry Town Crier
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Members of the Berry Probus club celebrated 
their 38th year as a club with a beautiful lunch at 
the Noble restaurant in Gerringong, where we all 
enjoyed a lovely meal at a delightful venue. 
A great speaker last month from the Simulated 
Patients Program with Shaun Tyler giving an 
insightful talk on what it means to upcoming 
doctors to train with volunteers who o�er their time 
to become pretend patients.
A 3-hour Batemans Bay River cruise at the end 
of October, tickets to see Human Nature and The 
Mollymook Cup race at Nowra Racetrack run by 
the Pink up Berry Ladies are just a few outings 
members participated in during October.
November we are joining the Pink Up Berry Ladies 
again for their Melbourne Cup function held at 
the Berry Bowling Club which is always a fun 
time along with the Ladies and Men’s separate 
co�ee mornings held every third Thursday of the 
month. Some lucky members have tickets for the 
Nutcracker Ballet, while all members can enjoy 
the club barbecue.
Plans are already under way for an event filled 
calendar next year, with visits to Mayfield Gardens 
as well as a sheep station just two items on the list.
The theme for Probus this year is ‘Reinvent your 

Retirement’ this is a great incentive to join a 
Probus club.
Probus is for retired people who want to meet 
likeminded people, who just want to enjoy their 
retirement with social outings, some fun and 
friendship with no fundraising.
Meetings are held every second Tuesday of the 
month at the Uniting Church Hall, Albert Street 
(behind the Men’s Shed) from 9.00 for 9.30 to 
12.00noon. (parking in North Street)
If you would like to attend a Probus meeting please 
ring our President, Carol Orr on 0418 276 808, or 
email berryprobus@outlook.com to let us know 
you are coming, we welcome likeminded people to 
visit, a great way to meet friends you didn’t know 
before.

BERRY

REMEMBRANCE

DAY

SERVICE

Tuesday 11th
November

Berry War
Memorial Gardens

Service commences
at 10.40 am
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Draft Heritage 
Strategy on 
public exhibition 
A document used by Council to help guide planning and 
management of local heritage projects and supports 
Council to apply for government funding, is now on 
public exhibition.  
The draft Shoalhaven Heritage Strategy 2025 is a public 
policy that assists Council’s applications to the NSW 
Government for funding opportunities to help deliver 
heritage projects and other heritage initiatives across 
the city.  
The strategy is prepared with consideration for best 
practice advice from the NSW Government, including 
the NSW O�ce of Environment and Heritage and the 
Heritage Council of NSW. 
Since its initial adoption, the strategy has been updated 
numerous times to align with Council’s contemporary 
priorities for heritage management. As a matter of 
standard practice, public policies must also be rea�rmed 
within 12 months of the election of a new Council.  
The draft Shoalhaven Heritage Strategy 2025 introduces 
specific recognition of the foundational importance of 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and the need for this to be 
reflected in planning and development decisions. 
There is also a raft of minor changes to the document, 
including the removal of references to certain projects 
or undertakings that are not currently Council priorities, 
such as the appointment of a heritage advisor within 
Council. 
While no community engagement is legislatively required 
as part of the review process, due to community interest, 
Council resolved on 12 August to publicly exhibit the 
draft strategy. 
The draft document will be publicly exhibited on 
Council’s Documents of Exhibition webpage for 28 days 
from Wednesday 24 September until 5pm, Friday 24 
October 2025.
The period for responses may have just passed but often 
they will accept late submissions if they are submitted 
prior to the sta� Report to Council being completed.

A new mobile speech pathology service for adults. Bringing compassionate, professional, 
evidence-based care to your door. Whether for yourself or your loved one, I’d welcome the opportunity

to work collaboratively with you to make everyday life easier and more fulfilling.

Call Caitlin on: 0400 530 432       Email: info@shoalhavenspeech.com.au      www.shoalhavenspeech.com.au

Because l ife ’s too short for
si lent meals and 

bland conversations!

                   Swallowing Difficulties                              Language & Communication                     Speech & Voice Changes
  Coughing or choking on food/drink/saliva/tablets              Reading or writing challenges                            Slurred or mumbled speech
                      Difficulty chewing food                                 Trouble thinking of the correct words             Difficulty being understood or heard
                       Pain when swallowing                               Difficulty ‘keeping up’ with conversations                              Stuttering
    Drooling or dribbling when eating/drinking                        Difficulty finishing sentences                   Voice changes e.g. softer, rougher voice
         Regurgitation or vomiting after meals              Memory/organisation/problem-solving issues
    Food 'getting stuck' in the mouth or throat                               Public speaking skills
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We should try to put aside any animosity 
and division that can sometimes arise in our 
community and concentrate and celebrate 
all the great things, the great people and 
volunteers who make such an e�ort and 
succeed so highly.
Pink Up Berry 2025 has been such a great 
success as usual.
At the time of writing this Deb Wooley and her 
team with the community’s assistance had 
already “smashed their $50,000 fundraising 
goal for 2025. What a result and still some 
days to go.
From Pinking Up the town, businesses, 
public spaces and the streets and homes 
to race days, lunches, street stalls, ra�es 
and so many other events and fundraising 
opportunities their energy and focus is 
outstanding and an inspiration to so many of 
us.
The Berry Alliance Town Crier is proud to 
have assisted in a small way over the years 
and we too have rejoiced in their success.
Our heartiest congratulations to the Pink Up 
Berry group and our wonderful community.
Working together we have always been able 
to achieve great things.

On that note we would also like to thank our 
wonderful advertisers who make it possible 
for us to provide a truly community, not for 
profit, printed paper each month.
These advertisers provide the necessary 
income to pay for our Editor to be employed, 
our costs for a graphic artist and printer (Berry 
Printers) and our distribution to letterboxes 
in and around Berry as well as the PO Boxes 
and some shops and businesses around 
town. All still at no cost to our residents. Our 
community.
The Town Crier a�ords a great opportunity 
for registered community Groups in Berry 
along with some additional “Sponsored” 
charities and groups to be able to inform our 
community about what they do, any events 
they are holding and if they need more 
volunteers or assistance.
We also provides some more detail on 
matters that a�ect our community and in 
particular from our local Council.
In addition to the printed and distributed 
copies we email copies out and put a copy 
of each edition on our web page as well so 
our readership is local as well as those others 
who love Berry as well.
 

Rick Gainford

for the Management Committee 
of the Berry Alliance and Town Crier

www.berryalliance.org.au

We are always reminded by events and causes such as the wonderful “Pink 
Up Berry” team what a remarkable community we have.

Advertise locally. Buy locally. 
Support those advertisers. 
Support your community paper.
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LIFE FOR LOCAL WOMEN
IN THE EARLY DAYS

Early European women settlers survived floods, fire, illness and 
childbearing – women bore their children at home, often with little help.
Dorothy Edwards was one of six children and daughter to one of the 
earliest settlers.  In the 1940s, when she was nearly 90 years old, wrote 
about her father who took up 50 acres in 1863:

“At first the land was very heavily timbered forest and brush land…

Father’s first  job was to get a shelter put up for us to live in which 

consisted of slabs and a bark  roof and earthen floor.  The hut 

completed, we settled down to a life of hard struggle and toil.”

Alexander Berry, not long after he settled the area said:
“The district was almost completely barricaded with impassable 

brush”.

Violet Glague, in about 1912, wrote of her childhood:
Mother had her own method of treating sick children. Sore throats were 

treated with a little Kerosene on Sugar. Tummy upsets, a good dose of 

Castor Oil. Cuts and abrasions were soaked in Condy’s Crystals. Once 

a week we were all given a drink of Senna Tea,

and if we had pimples, Sulphur and Treacle were given”.

Over time as conditions improved domestic life in the bush passed slowly 
for women.  Gardening, music, needlework, books and social interaction 
with neighbours helped break the 
monotony.  
‘Miss Betsy’ (Betsy Stewart) who lived 
in old “Mananga” where she and her 
brother ran the earliest Post O�ce liked 
to keep up appearances. She would write 
home about going visiting in her “carriage 
and four” without revealing that it was 
merely a dray drawn by four bullocks.
But without the support and sense of 
belonging to a local community, women 
found it di�cult to survive the harsh 
conditions and isolation of rural and 
remote areas.

Life’s journey
For each one of us, life is a journey full of adventures and 
surprises- sometimes joyful and di�cult- but never meant to 
be walked alone. We have all been uniquely created by God, 
with our own gifts, purpose and path. While the road and 
journey can be uncertain at times, the presence of faithful 
companions can make all the di�erence. Having a good 
person, to talk to or praying with others, can help to make 
the di�cult parts less bumpy. It is good to know that in the 
middle of everyday struggles, doubts and questions, Jesus 
walks with us. In the Bible Jeremiah 29:11says, “I know the 
plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Struggles strengthen us. There is joy to be had in knowing that hard 
times won’t last and we can come out of it stronger, wiser, and more 
mature. When di�cult times hit, remember that God works ALL things 
for the good of those who love him. (Romans 8:28)
Finding Strength and Comfort in prayer and mindfulness activities, can 
be a way to seek guidance and find peace. Reading and reflecting on 
the Bible can o�er help, inspiration, and a sense of hope.  Connecting 
with community or finding support from family or others who share 
similar beliefs can provide a sense of belonging and encouragement, 
as well as, giving opportunities for growth and learning. Turning to 
God for help, can give a renewed sense of hope when facing life’s 
inevitable struggles. 
The story of the prophet Jonah, in the Bible tells of God telling Jonah to 
go to Ninevah and tell the people to turn back to God, as their lives are 
disobeying Him. Jonah tries to go the opposite way, because he knows 
the people are big, mean and angry, but God knows and gets Jonah to 
Ninevah anyway. Jonah tells the people to turn back to God, and they 
listen. Jonah thinks they should still be punished, but God shows him 
that He is in control. 
Bible stories are the best way to teach us about how God wants us to 
live. Jesus came to teach and show us how to live and love others. We 
are never alone at any time. His love is promised and holds us fast.

Sue Skinner

KIDS’ CLUB DATES
FOR NOVEMBER ARE 14TH AND 28TH, BERRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

If you’d like to join us, please call in to the Museum and have a chat, call (4464 3097)

or email us berrymuseum@bigpond.com - We look forward to meeting you.
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71-77 Albert Street Berry 

Come and join us 

Sundays at 9.30am 

in person or on Zoom 

Zoom meeting link: 

https://tinyurl.com/xu6v4hw3 

Meeting ID:  916 5034 4362 

Phone in no.:  02 8015 6011 

email berryuniting@gmail.com  

Phone:  0467 422 046 

Web:  www.berryuniting.org 

Minister: Rev Gordon Bradbery 

For pastoral care, weddings, baptisms 
and funerals, Gordon may be 

contacted on 0419 600 589 or at 
gordonbradbery@hotmail.com

 
 

It will be our last Co�ee and Friends for 2025 on Wednesday 26th 
November at 10am. We’ve had a great year with many wonderful 
speakers and we are very grateful for their contributions during the 
year. Our November speaker is Yolande Cozijn, publicity o�cer for 
Birdlife Shoalhaven. Glossy Black Cockatoos, Gang Gang Cockatoos 
and Powerful Owls are 3 threated species of birds found in the 
Shoalhaven. Yolande will discuss how to identify these beautiful 
birds, the threats they face and some suggestions for ways we can 
help them. It will be an interesting and informative morning for our 
last Co�ee and Friends of 2025.
Everyone is welcome.
The venue is the Main Hall at Berry Uniting Church, 77 Albert Street.

Berry Community Library
It was great to see children, parents and grandparents borrowing 
during the school holidays. We had some sheets with a variety of 
activities for the children to take home and these proved very popular. 
Some of our book donations this month include – Praiseworthy by 
Alexis Wright, 100 years of Betty by Debra Oswald and the Unquiet 

Grave by Dervla McTiernan. Always something interesting to read.
Like us on Facebook to keep up with all the news
Open Monday and Wednesday 1pm-4pm. Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday    10am-1pm
77 Albert Street, opposite the IGA carpark, behind the Uniting 
Church.                        
For more information contact Janet on 0425 220 258

CAR BOOT SALE
Berry Branch of Red Cross will have a car space at the Uniting Church 
Car Boot Sale Day on Saturday 15th November from 8 am to 12.30 pm. 
Please come along and support Red Cross and the Uniting Church. You 
never know what you could find.
The proceeds from our last fundraising at Berry Public School on 
Election Day were donated to Red Cross Emergency Services.

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND 
HUMANITARIAN WORKERS
October 8th is an important day for Red Cross.  It marks the 60th 
Anniversary of the Fundamental Principles that guide the work of Red 
Cross. They allow us to build trust, gain safe access and help protect life, 
health and dignity.  So we must ensure they are never compromised. 
They are: Humanity Neutrality; Independence; Unity; Voluntary Service 
and Universality.
2024 was the highest toll of aid workers being killed.  So far, with 672 
aid workers killed, 2025 is already shaping to be worse.  Up until now 
the greatest risk was car accidents.  Now it is drones, missiles and other 
weapons. These are people who will go where others will not, into conflict 
zones, disaster areas and communities in crisis.  If they cannot operate 
safely, the consequences for millions of people caught in conflict will be 
devastating.  From Gaza to Sudan, Ukraine to Myanmar humanitarian 
needs are surging.  Each aid worker killed is an assault not just on a life 
but on our shared humanity.  They are also violations of International 
Law.
In September, Australia’s Foreign Minister, Penny Wong, alongside 
other leaders and Humanitarian Organisations, including Red Cross, 
announced the Declaration on the Protection of Humanitarian 
Personnel at the UN General Assembly.  It is about keeping Aid Workers 
safe.  However it will only matter if it is acted upon.
Please go to the Red Cross website to find out more about the Principles, 
the Declaration and the actions that will be taken to help make it work.

If you wish to find out about becoming involved with or volunteering with the 

Red Cross contact the Berry Branch of the Red Cross (see Community Groups 

page of Town Crier for contact details) or go onto the Red Cross website.
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GGIIVVEE  NNOOWW  

We are overwhelmed by the 

love and support shown after 

the passing of our dear daughter 

Michelle. We are so grateful  for 

your visits, the beautiful cards, 

flowers and delicious food.

Thank you to everyone who 

attended the service and for 

your heart felt condolences. Your 

kindness has been a great comfort 

to our family during this difficult 
time. 

THANK YOU 

Michael and Patricia Vassallo and Family

DEPUTY MAYOR 
AND ASSISTANT 

DEPUTY 
MAYOR ELECTED 

24 September 2025

Councillor Peter Wilkins has been 
re-elected as Deputy Mayor at last 
night’s Council meeting. 
The annual election of the mayoral support 
positions also included the appointment of 
Councillor Selena Clancy as Assistant Deputy 
Mayor. 
The ward one councillors were elected 
through a ballot process of voting by 
councillors at the meeting. 
A Walkley Award winning journalist, Cr Wilkins 
brings his passion for making a di�erence to 
his local community to the role. Cr Clancy is 
also a respected leader, having served in the 
Australian Army for more than two decades 
including a senior position in the Commando 
Regiment. 
These roles assist with mayoral duties in the 
absence of the Mayor. 
Council comprises a Mayor and 12 
Councillors – four Councillors representing 
each of our three wards. The current list 
of Councillors can be found on Council’s 
website. 

Have your say on
Council’s strategy for a thriving 

Shoalhaven economy 
15 September 2025

Shoalhaven residents and businesses are invited to provide feedback to help 
inform Council’s new Economic Development and Tourism Strategy 2035.  
It is intended that this 10-year strategic document will provide a roadmap for how Council will 
support, attract and advocate for businesses in the region and capitalise on the opportunities 
of the visitor economy.   
“This is an important opportunity for residents and businesses to discuss areas they believe 
Council can support sustainable growth of jobs and business in our region,” said Mayor Patricia 
White.  
“Council plays many roles in supporting the local and visitor economy. It is important that 
residents have their say to ensure we develop a strategy that reflects and supports our 
community’s aspirations for our local economy into the future,” Cr White said.  
Once finalised, the new strategy will be a combined replacement for the existing, Economic 
Development Strategy 2017 – 2026 and Destination Management Plan 2018 – 2023, both of 
which are due for renewal.  
The community can provide initial and early feedback by completing an online survey on 
Council’s Get Involved website by Friday 24 October 2025. 
Industry leaders and business representatives will also be invited to participate in a 
separate, business survey and attend targeted workshops to discuss Shoalhaven’s economic 
development and tourism priorities.  
Business owners and managers who wish to attend a workshop are requested to register by 
Friday 3rd October by emailing business@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au. 
The new strategy will support other key Council plans including the Community Strategic 
Plan 2032 and will provide direction for Council’s annual Delivery Program Operational Plan 
(DPOP), Budget, and the setting of any fees and charges. 
For more information and project updates, visit the Economic Development and Tourism 
Strategy Get Involved page. 



YELLOW BIN 

STICKER
The Yellow Bin Sticker has been produced specifically for  

Shoalhaven residents and displays the limited items that can be  

recycled via your yellow bin.

The Yellow Bin Sticker is another helpful addition to assist your household 

in getting recycling right. Bin stickers are available at Council Administration 

Centres, Shoalhaven Libraries or call Council on 1300 293 111.

shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au Order online
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28 Quinns Lane, South Nowra

www.scooterswholesale.com.au

SKILL & CARE

LOCAL & MOBILE
WE COME TO YOU, TO YOUR DOOR

SERVICE & REPAIR
WE GO THE EXTRA MILE SO YOU CAN

ADVICE & SUPPORT
GENUINE

4422 8438

WORKSHOP

Scooters Wholesale are experts in mobility scooters and 

powered wheelchairs. We are a local, family owned business and

have been in operation since 1992. We have showrooms in South

Nowra, Batemans Bay & Ulladulla, as well as a fleet of mobile service 

vehicles operating between Bulli and Batemans Bay.

Visit our showrooms or let us bring 

the showroom to you!

Zonta Berry was delighted with the 
success of their annual recycled 
fashion sale held the first weekend 
in October. Over 65 people attended 
the ticketed cocktail preview, getting 
first chance to grab some fashion 
bargains while enjoying delicious food 
and drinks donated by our sponsors 
Queen St Café, The Rutledge Bar and 
Eats, South on Albany, Berry IGA and 
the Berry bottle shop. An amazing 
$11 061 was raised thanks to the 
generosity of our community. All 
clothing that was not sold was donated 
to SALT. The money raised will go 
to the Shoalhaven Education Fund, 
breast cancer cushions, birthing kits 
and other local projects. So many 
people contributed time, money, 
goods or expertise to this wonderful 
outcome but special thanks to Raine 
and Horne Berry, Blow Bar on Queen, 
Aussie Home Loans, Berry Alliance 
and Shoalhaven Signs. A huge shout 
out of thanks goes to long term 
supporters of Zonta, Mary and Bill 
Seelis.
If you want to be involved in fun and 
meaningful projects like this, Zonta 
Berry is always looking to welcome 
new members to our group . Meeting 
venue has changed and meetings 
are now held from 630 pm, 4th 
Wednesday of the month at the Raine 
and Horne Boardroom, 94 Queen St 
Berry.  We usually meet for a drink 
and a light meal if desired just prior. 
If you are interested in either joining 
or just trying out a meeting please 
contact Barbara Davis, Zonta Berry 
President on 0402 394 211

Dr Fiona Mackie

Advocacy Director, Zonta

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Treasurer, Marilyn Kellett, attended the 
United Hospitals State Conference in Orange 
in October. Marilyn gave an update to all state 
UHA branches on David Berry Hospital’s 
history, the work done by the Voice of David 
Berry committee and possible outcomes 
from the government.  This was a wonderful 
opportunity, as all branches had supported 
our resolution to the government to keep the 
hospital site as an ongoing health facility.
In that regard, there has been no further 
information since the focus groups 
suggestions were forwarded to the NSW 
Health Minister.   We appreciate that it will 
take time to work with interested parties, and 
we look forward, as indeed the community 
does, to hearing the final outcome for 
whatever health purpose eventually occupies 
the site.

Our auxiliary will be holding a 
Christmas Street Stall in Broughton 
Court in early December, on a date 
to be fixed.  We appreciate the 
ongoing support of our community 
and visitors, and all funds raised 
go to purchasing equipment for the 
hospital.

For more information please contact Irene 

Birks – 0408 096 109 or email dbhvoice@

gmail.com. 

The auxiliary meet on the second Monday of 
the month at 10am in the Uniting Church Hall 
Berry.  New members are most welcome.
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This month we want to introduce you to Mel. She joined the Brigade in July and is excited to be part of a dedicated, 
community-focused team. She and her family moved from Sydney a year ago, and Mel is new to emergency services 
and firefighting, and is eager to gain experience and help where she can. Inspired by her son, who participates in the 
Illawarra Cadet Program and is a Junior Member of BVB Brigade, Mel appreciates how much he has grown in supportive 
surroundings. 
She finds the mentorship o�ered to new members and cadets to be invaluable, noting that the Brigade and the RFS are 
welcoming and encourage women to join, o�ering diverse opportunities.
Mel appreciates the sense of teamwork and shared commitment within the brigade, and she enjoys the culture of support 
and mutual respect.
She is completing her initial Bush Fire training. One of the things that appeals to her is that within the RFS the training and development opportunities are diverse. 
There is the opportunity to gain qualifications which are vital and transferable to life generally.
Her Bush Fire advice is that preparation is key - not just a slogan. Don’t wait until summer to think about bush fire safety. Have a clear, well-practised plan in place, 
and make sure your property is maintained and ready especially if you are more rural. Please adhere to and respect the fire bans and fire permit rules in place. 
Outside brigade life Mel works as a Practice Manager in Allied Health, She says it keeps her busy during the week but also let her stay connected to the Brigade and 
attend training sessions and contribute when she can.
In her downtime she enjoys spending time outdoors exploring more of our beautiful surroundings and time with family. 
Please note all pile burns need a permit from the start of September until the end of the fire season, and these permits can be suspended if weather conditions 

are adverse. You must also give your neighbours 24 hours’ notice and let the local brigade know a day ahead.

If you too would like to make a di�erence to your local community or if you are already thinking about becoming a volunteer, all enquiries can be directed to  
Leadership-BroughtonVale-Berry-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au or check out the RFS Volunteer page at  https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/volunteer/join-the-nsw-rfs

If you too would like to make a difference to your local community or if you are already thinking 
about becoming a volunteer, all enquiries can be directed to  
Leadership-BroughtonVale-Berry-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au or check out the RFS Volunteer page at  
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/volunteer/join-the-nsw-rfs

The Berry Branch Annual meeting was 
held Friday, October 10 with the Wollondilly 
Group President Jennifer Woodwell acting 
as the Returning O�cer and Guest Speaker. 
It was a time to reflect on the past year’s 
activities and to plan and look forward to the 
year ahead. Thank you to outgoing publicity 
o�cer Wendy Hayes for keeping the 
community informed of our many activities 
at both branch and state level for the past 3 
years. 
The election of o�cers saw a change of 
positions with Joan Cooper elected as 
President and Nancy Wilson Ghosh as 
Secretary. Nancy’s contact details are: email 
nghosh10@gmail.com & mobile 0412 144 
865. 
Providing refreshments at Garden 3 during 
the Garden Festival was the first of our 
fundraising activities with thanks to the 
owners for their support in meeting our 
needs. 
Fundraising is just one aspect of the CWA 
with advocacy, representation on significant 
committees and the opportunity to voice 
concerns a�ecting families in rural, regional, 
and urban areas, being an important part 
of our way of serving the country. At branch 
level the local community is not forgotten 
which was reflected this year by way of 
recent generous donations. Weekly branch 
activities include the Handicraft morning 
each Wednesday from 9am & Choir practices 
each Friday from 9.30am. The Book Club 
meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 12noon. 
All are welcome. 

Marie De La Torre 

Publicity O�cer – 0408 585 522
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Working Hard and 
Getting Results  

for Berry 

Growing in faith,  
hope and love

Worship Services
Sundays
• Traditional: 8:00 am. 
• Contemporary: 9:30 am 

with Kids’ Church. Great for 
families. 

Bible Study Groups
• Women, men, and mixed 

groups. 

Senior Minister Rev. Simon Chaplin

Activities
• Knit with Love: 1:00 pm, Fridays. 
• Card Making.
• Exercise Classes.

Visit us
St Luke’s Church  
68a Princess Street Berry 
Phone 4464 1058  
Email office@berryanglican.org 
www.berryanglican.org

Berry Men’s Bowling Club

Forum Organises Urgent Fundraising for Berry Public School Appeal - When asked to assist 
with raising $7,000 to fund expenses to send a team of amazing students to compete at the 
International Tournament of Minds in Sydney, the Forum Committee established a dedicated 
web page and newsletter and tapped into the amazing generosity of the Berry community.

The funds were raised within 24 hours..

Forum Meeting held on 16 October - 60 people attended the meeting on Thursday, including 
Mayor Patricia White, new CEO Andrew Constance and Councillors Selena Clancy and Matthew 
Norris. Many attendees have commented since the meeting that they felt the meeting content 
had been very informative and well run.

Mayor and CEO presentations - Mayor White provided updates on several areas, ranging from 
improving the schedule of mowing to the proposals received for three luxury hotels in the 
Vincentia and Huskisson areas. She also referred to the O�ce of Local Government changes 
to Council meetings that will be implemented in January.

CEO Andrew Constance spoke about the financial challenges faced by Council and how he 
would approach the role, emphasising the need for transparency, and encouraging investment 
in the Shoalhaven, whilst protecting the environment. He committed to attend future Forum 
meetings, when possible, to answer questions from Forum members.

Council Finances - Stuart Coughlan summarised Council’s 2024/25 financial results compared 
to the 2026 Budget.

Berry Hotel DA - Stuart advised the Feros CEO had assumed all non-heritage issues were 
resolved at the Court hearing, but he was reminded that will need to be re-addressed with 
a new DA. Parking requirements for the Berry Hotel proposal are a major issue. Feros have 
proposed a total of 26 parking spaces for a pub capacity of 389 patrons compared to the 142 
required based on their own survey results.

Rotary Dog Park - David Brawn showed the location of the dog park in Council’s original 
plans and advised that Rotary will be holding a community fund-raising event on Sunday 16 
November at the site of the dog park. Stage one is fencing of areas with an estimated cost of 
$70,000. 

General Business - A resident representing a group of neighbouring property owners, voiced 
concerns about an application (MA24/1411) to expand small cooking classes and lunches 
twice a week at 450B Coolangatta Road, to a restaurant operating 7-days a week 7am-11pm 
with three sittings of 60 people. 

AGM - Laurie Watson provided a summary of the income and payments for 2024/25, which 
can be found on the Forum website. 

No applications had been received for Committee membership in response to invitations 
included in the newsletter and the Town Crier. Eleven members of the Committee were re-
appointed.

NEXT FORUM MEETING - 4 DECEMBER

The importance of the Bowling Club to the 
Berry community has again been confirmed 
by the e�ective use on a number of occasions 
to aid the active PINK UP BERRY group.

On Saturday 4th October bowling members 
vacated the greens to allow the Barefoot 
bowls day to which Nathan Bezant rendered 
his assistance and this successful day saw 90 

players take to the greens. This was followed 
on 11th October with a successful Trivia Night 
which was to be followed by a Melbourne Cup 
Luncheon on 4th November.

Despite Club Championships in Mixed Fours, 
Challenge Singles and Major Singles being  
played, social bowls will continue to be played 
on a Wednesday and Saturday afternoon.

Should you wish to give the popular game 
a try you are welcome with bookings by 
12 noon to the Club phone 4464 2995 or 
0467 592 762. A set of bowls can be made 
available. Lawn bowls is suitable for all ages 
and is an excellent way to put in a friendly 
afternoon and gain some exercise.

The Berry Men’s Club has had four of our 
members selected to play in the Interzone 
trials and Australia now has 10 Inducted into 
the World Bowls Hall of Fame. 

In 1960, George Forbes, then General Secretary 
of The Smith Family, saw the potential for an 
organisation which allowed women from all 
walks of life to develop interests outside the 
home, providing friendship, education and 
mental stimulation. At the same time he hoped 
to o�er these women the means to assist others 
less fortunate through The Smith Family.
And so VIEW was born in Australia and this year 
celebrates 65 years of supporting The Smith 
Family supporting families in need of help with 
their children’s education. 
The Berry Evening Club decided to have a little 
fun with our celebrations. We enjoyed a baked 
dinner, pavlova and birthday cake. Some of our 
guests dressed as they did in 1965 . . . we had 
schoolgirls, housewives and pregnant mums!  
Lorna and Chrissie did some research and 
nudged our memories of world leaders, wars, 
music, fashion, movies that contributed to a 
huge social shift in the 1960’s. 
To sponsor a child through The Smith Family, 
visit thesmithfamily.com.au or call 1800 633 
622
The next BERRY VIEW Club dinner meeting 
will take place on Wednesday 19th November 
2025 at the Berry Bowling Club @ 6.30 for 
7.00pm. 
Please 
call Jan 
on 0490 
054 574 
to make a 
booking.
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Our motto:Our motto:
Friendship through Gardening.Friendship through Gardening.

Secretary, Margaret Street, Secretary, Margaret Street, 

welcomes enquiries atwelcomes enquiries at

secretary@berrygardens.org.ausecretary@berrygardens.org.au

The 35th annual Berry Gardens 
Festival last weekend was another 
successful four days with seven varied 
and interesting gardens around 
Berry. There were two town gardens 
including our first in Huntingdale Park 
which demonstrated the possibilities 
of a smaller urban site while the 
garden in Princess Street was a more 
traditional cottage garden. The rural 
gardens were very varied from the 
very ordered to the unusual adaption 
of a turpentine plantation. 

There were about a thousand plus 
individual visitors to some gardens with the 
Plant Propagation Group stall in Strongs 
Road doing very brisk business. The Club 
Committee would like to thank the Festival 
Committee organisers and all the volunteers 
who assisted setting up, taking down and on 
the gates. It’s a year long exercise to mount 
the Gardens Festival with planning already 
beginning for next year’s Festival.
Thank you to all the Berry residents who 
supported us and were kind in allowing their 
streets to be visited by so many.

Stephen Buzacott

sbuzacott@me.com

In January of 2022, after a brief and one-sided conversation with cancer, our then chairperson, Jim Je�eris 
died, aged 72. Jim had been a member of Berry Landcare since 2008, vice-chair since 2014 and chair from 
2016 onward.  
In September of this year, his partner, Jill Farrar and Berry Landcare invited Jim’s colleagues and fellow 
members to celebrate his life by planting a tree in Mark Radium Park. His tree joins an arcade of existing 
memorial trees which celebrate the founding mothers and fathers of the Landcare movement: Joan Kirner and 
Heather Mitchell, in Victoria1986, and Rick Farley, Philip Tyne, and Bob Hawke, for establishing the national 
movement in 1989. These memorial trees were planted in partnership with the Berry Alliance and Shoalhaven 
City Council with funds from the National Landcare Program through the Shoalhaven Landcare Association.
Using skills honed during his professional life at IBM and as a financial institution CEO, Jim, as a volunteer, 
guided Berry Landcare through programs such as the Berry ‘Bush Links’ Corridor project, a half a million dollar 
project (2016–2023) funded by the NSW Environment Trust, the methods and objectives of which continue to 
motivate the group’s activities.
After Jim’s retirement, Jim and Jill opted for life in Broughton Vale. The first local species they learnt to identify 
was the Red Ash, Alphitonia excelsa, and appropriately this is the identity of his memorial tree. The plant was 
wild-sewn in a local and privately owned regenerating forest and selected for transplanting into the park as a 
memorial tree. No longer competing in a forest for sunlight and space, it is now pitted against park vandals and 
overzealous whipper snipperers. The members of the Mark Radium Parkcare group will continue to keep a 
watchful eye on our memoriam.

Jill Farrar with our tree

A TREE FOR JIM
By Kelvin O�cer 

ANNUAL SALE AT BROUGHTON MALL

The annual Men’s Shed sale was held on 
4th 0ctober with part of the proceeds going 
towards our Scholarships with Bomaderry, 
Nowra and Shoalhaven High Schools.
The large variety of items for sale was the 
main attraction with our larger items being 
held back until we hold our final sale of the 
year on Saturday morning 15th November. 
One of the real bonuses for the Shed was 
the air time a�orded to us by WIN Illawarra 
who invited the writer and other members of 
the Shed to talk about the benefits of Shed 
membership and members of the public 
spoke about the items they had just bought. 
The programme aired on the following 
Monday evening for nearly two minutes.

Last month we also held our 20th anniversary 
lunch in the Berry Uniting Church Hall with 
50 people attending including our 3 life 
members, Tom Darby, John Hudson and 
Peter Johnstone. AMSA representative Beth 
Gow congratulated the Shed on its 20th 
Anniversary acknowledging it was one of the 
first Sheds in Australia and the first to have 
women members.
Don’t forget our final sale of the year on 
Saturday 15th November at the Shed 146 
North Street Berry.

Richard Wiseman

Publicity O�cer  
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Living
things

play an important
role in our work
with at-risk and 
disadvantaged
young people

Planting seeds and seedlings, getting 
their hands in the dirt, can be both groun-
ding and therapeutic for young people. 
Sometimes their time in our garden can be 
their first time eating real food.
Animal therapy also plays an important role 
in this life-impacting work. Young people 
get to hold, feed and interact with the hand 
reared animals. This can help them to feel 
they are wanted, cared for and loved by the 
animals. For some young people, this can 
be their first experience of feeling needed.
A Taste of Paradise o�ers a one-on-one 
farm based mentoring program that gives 
hope for kids in need. Not everyone has a 
great start to life.

If you would like to volunteer on the farm, 

help out at the markets, make a donation, 

or just find out more about what we do 

……… please see our website

www.atasteofparadise.org.au, email 

admin@atasteofparadise.org.au 

or call 0490 060 251.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE 
BERRY ALLIANCE TOWN CRIER

BPS Plant Propagation  

Replacement plants for weedy privet species 

Small leafed privet – Ligustrum sinensis

Replacement plant - Breynia oblongifolia  - Little breynia 

    

Little breynia                                                   

Broad leafed Privet – Ligustrum lucidum 

Replacement plant - Backhousia myrtifolia – Grey myrtle 

   
Grey myrtle grows in full sun or semi-shade, as a bushy dense shrub, very suitable 
as a screening plant to provide protective habitat for small birds. 
Plenty of water, mulch and native fertilizer will overcome the tendency to slow growth 
in the early stages. It is drought hardy when mature.  
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Grey myrtle grows in full sun or semi-shade, as a bushy dense shrub, very suitable 
as a screening plant to provide protective habitat for small birds. 
Plenty of water, mulch and native fertilizer will overcome the tendency to slow growth 
in the early stages. It is drought hardy when mature.  

 
Grey myrtle in full bloom in summer 

Breynia  Grey myrtle if in doubt, don’t pull 
out

The QR codes refer to Growing Illawarra Natives website and Plantnet. 

Contact:
marlee.clayton@lls.nsw.gov.au for 

more information.
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Small leafed privet – Ligustrum sinensis

Replacement plant - Breynia oblongifolia  - Little breynia 
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Broad leafed Privet – Ligustrum lucidum 

Replacement plant - Backhousia myrtifolia – Grey myrtle 

   
Grey myrtle grows in full sun or semi-shade, as a bushy dense shrub, very suitable 
as a screening plant to provide protective habitat for small birds. 
Plenty of water, mulch and native fertilizer will overcome the tendency to slow growth 
in the early stages. It is drought hardy when mature.  

Grey myrtle in full 

bloom in summer

REPLACEMENT PLANTS
FOR WEEDY PRIVET SPECIES

Spring blossom is all around us and a walk along any country lane is a great 
place to start for identifying our local native trees as well as some of our major 
weed species, specifically privets.

Small leafed privet - Ligustrum sinensis is a large shrub and matures and flowers at an early 
stage. The flowers have a distinctive odour. Even when only 1 metre tall, shrubs produce a 
prolific number of fruits that are eaten and spread by birds into gardens and bush where they 
will germinate easily. 
Replacement plant - Breynia oblongifolia - Little breynia

   

 

Little breynia  

Broad leafed Privet - Ligustrum lucidum becomes a large tree and has the capacity to spread 
and grow in gardens and bushland.
Both privet species grow rapidly and become invasive, suppressing and outcompeting native 
vegetation by reducing water, nutrients and light. 
Replacement plant - Backhousia myrtifolia - Grey myrtle

Grey myrtle grows 
in full sun or semi-
shade, as a bushy 
dense shrub, 
very suitable as a 
screening plant to 
provide protective 
habitat for small 
birds.

Plenty of water, mulch and native fertilizer will overcome the tendency to slow growth in the 
early stages. It is drought hardy when mature. 

Privet thrives in a climate like Berry and because of the invasive characteristics, both small and 
large leafed privet need to be managed and controlled.

Breynia and Grey myrtle could be mistaken for privets, so, if in doubt, don’t pull out.

The QR codes refer to Growing Illawarra Natives website and Plantnet.

If you are new to the area and would like assistance with identifying and controlling weed 
species or revegetating with local native species on your property, Local Land Services will be 
holding a free one-day Property Planning Workshop in Berry 21st November from 9.00am-
3.00pm.

Contact: Marlee Clayton on 0448 549 398 or via email marlee.clayton@lls.nsw.gov.au for 
more information.

At Berry Public School Native Nursery, local shrubs and trees suitable for small or large 
properties are available to replace weed species.

PLANT SALES

ARE HELD ON MONDAY AND THURSDAY AFTERNOONS FROM 3.30 - 4.30
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We could not let this notice go by without 
advising you of the opportunity.
Recycling of soft plastics has been a major 
issue for a long time and this is a good 
forward step.
Worth the trip to our North this time.
Shoalhaven City Council are in this group and 
we look forward to an opportunity closer to 
home in the future. A great step forward.
Details Below.

Link here : 
https://isjo.nsw.gov.au/soft-plastics/ 

Join Our Soft Plastics 
Drop-O� Events!
We invite you to participate in our soft 
plastics drop-o� events, conveniently located 
throughout our region.
What are Soft Plastics? Soft plastics are 
flexible materials that can be easily scrunched 
into a ball. Here are some examples of the 
types of soft plastic packaging we accept:
• Plastic bags: clear and coloured
• Biscuit and snack wrappers

• Chip packets and other silver-lined snack 
wrappers

Under ‘Sustainable Berry’ 

 

https://isjo.nsw.gov.au/soft-plastics/

●

• Fresh and frozen food wrappers/bags

• Pasta bags, rice bags (both plastic and 
woven types),

• Bread bags, and cereal liners

• Cling wrap, bubble wrap, and snap lock 

zip bags

• Document sleeves, mail satchels, and 

carrier bags

•  Plastic pet food bags

IMPORTANT 
REMINDER: 
Ensure your plastics are clean, empty, and 

dry before 
bringing them 
to the event.
Dates and 

times will be 

added as they 

are confirmed. 

The technical investigation was undertaken 
by Council to improve its understanding of 
flood behaviour within the Broughton Creek 
catchment, which encompasses Berry and 
its surrounds.  

Mayor Patricia White said the study took into 
consideration land use changes, ongoing 
urban development and infrastructure 
upgrades, and the findings may be used 
to inform future flood risk management 
strategies.  

“It was necessary to undertake this 
investigation as there have been significant 
changes to the landscape in the catchment 
area due in part to new infrastructure and 
residential developments which can impact 
flood behaviour,” Cr White said.  

“In April 2024, residents in the Berry area 
experienced the most severe flood on 
record, making the findings of this study and 
the way we use that information, even more 
pertinent,” she said.  

“I’d strongly encourage residents to view 
the study’s findings and have your say about 

Feedback on Berry flood 
investigation to inform next steps  
13 October 2025

Residents in the township of Berry and its surrounds are invited to view a 
recent flood study of the area to learn more about their flood risk and inform 
how it will be managed in the future.   

how the findings of the study should be used 

by Council to inform management of flood 

risk in the area,” she said.  

The study is now on public exhibition until 

Sunday 9 November and the community 

is invited to view the documents to better 

understand their flood risk. 

Residents also have the opportunity to 

provide feedback about what steps they 

would like Council to take to help manage 

the flood risk by completing an online survey.  

As part of this consultation, Council is 

interested in hearing whether the community 

would like to pursue the implementation a 

Flood Warning System for the Berry area, 

particularly following significant flooding in 

the area in April 2024. 

A community information drop-in session 

will be held at the Berry School of Arts 

on Wednesday 29 October from 3pm to 

6.30pm for residents who would like more 

information about the study and how their 

feedback will be used.  

The Broughton Creek Flood Study found 
the primary source of flooding in the area 
was due to several major creek systems 
within the catchment, particularly within 
urbanised areas of Berry and the locality of 
Bundewallah.  

The study identified that these areas were 
also prone to flash flooding, when heavy 
rainfall occurred over a short period of time. 

The Broughton Creek Flood Study was 
undertaken in accordance with the NSW 
Flood Prone Land Policy, the NSW Flood 
Risk Management Manual (2023) and in 
close collaboration with the NSW State 
Emergency Service (SES) and the NSW 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (DCCEEW).  

To view the Broughton Creek Flood Study 

and to complete the survey, head to 

Council’s  Broughton Creek Flood Study 

Get Involved webpage. 

Details on event 
locations and times. 
• Saturday 8th November, 8am - 12pm 

@ Kiama waste and recycling depot, 

Riverside Dr, Minnamurra

• Monday - Thursday 4:15pm - 4:45pm 

and Saturdays 8am - 10:45am @ 

Flagsta� Group 262 Nolan Street, 

Unanderra

 No access outside these times, material 

must be CLEAN, DRY, EMPTY

As you know the Berry Alliance Town Crier is a strong supporter of Sustainability 

and we regularly run articles and a column on this subject and have done for many years.
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BERRY COMMUNITY GROUPS

Berry Alliance Inc. 0449 569 059
PO Box 202 Berry 
info@berryalliance.org.au   
www.facebook.com/berrytowncrier

Berry Town Crier   0428 037 572
PO Box 202 Berry  towncrier@berryalliance.org.au 
towncrier@berryalliance.org.au
www.berryalliance.org.au

Australian Labor Party Berry Shoalhaven Heads Branch       
4464 2446

PO Box 325 Berry         
secretarybshalp@gmail.com

Australian Red Cross Berry Branch 0411 120 034
Margaret 0415 887 308    margaret.walsh21@bigpond.com

Berry Community Activities Centre (BCAC) 4464 2500
valhaz@bigppond.com    www.facebook.comberrymarkets    

Berry Community Library  0425 220 258             
at Berry Uniting Church   berrycommunitylibrary@gmail.com

Berry Courthouse Conservation Committee    0458 369266
PO Box 218 Berry 2535          
functions@berrycourthouse.org.au
www.berrycourthouse.org.au   www.facebook.com/
berrycourthouse

Berry & District Historical Society 0413 893 508
www.berryhistory.org.au                  
berrymuseum@bigpond.com

Berry Evening VIEW Club 0490 054 574
janchambers49@hotmail.com                      

Berry Masonic Village Auxiliary  0411 120 034
icbsle@bigpond.com

Berry Meals on Wheels  0418 422 088
meals2535@gmail.com           
www.northshoalhavenmeals.org.au

Berry Men’s Shed  0448 712 131
berrymensshed@telstra.com

Berry Probus Club 0409 651 298
berryprobus@outlook.com

Broughton Vale / Berry Rural Fire Brigade 0407 469 671
Leadership-BroughtonVale-Berry-vol@rfs.nsw.gov.au

Country Women’s Association Berry Branch 0413 187 148
79 Victoria St., Berry     
berrycwasecretary@gmail.com

David Berry Hospital Auxiliary  

icbsle@bigpond.com Irene Birks 0411 120 034  
margaret.walsh21@bigpond.com Margaret Walsh 0415 887 308

Huntingdale Park Resident Action Group 4464 2446
PO Box 325 Berry 2535      
rick.bmfberry@bigpond.com

Masonic Lodge Broughton 131 0401 395 401
Agricultural Hall, Berry Showgrounds  
kevinwant@gmail.com

Rotary Club of Berry 0409 318 171
berryrotary@gmail.com    www.berryrotary.org.au

St. Vincent de Paul Society HELPLINE  4421 0390
Vinnies Shop               
1117B Queen St. Berry                        4464 3940

Community Groups
BERRY COMMUNITY GROUPS CONTINUED

Voice of David Berry Hospital  0415 887 308
margaret.walsh21@bigpond.com      
www.voiceofdavidberryhospital.org

Zonta Club of Berry Inc.  0402 394 211
berry@zontadistrict24.org     zontaberry.com.au     
Facebook – Zonta Berry 

ARTS

Arts National Shoalhaven 4464 2619
www.adfas.org.au/shoalhaven
artsnationalshoalhaven@gmail.com

Berry Silver Band 0490 037 619
Kaye – kayecj@westnet.com.au
adrian@fewwordsphotography.com.au or 0427 775 100

Berry Spinners & Weavers  0407 734 410
info@bswi.au

Knit With Love 0404 562 772
St. Lukes Church Hall – 68A Princess St. Berry  
Lyn Oades – terryandlyn@gmail.com

OpenField Arts Festival  0439 750 029
PO Box 5, Berry 2535     
www.openfield.org.au     info@openfield.org.au

Red Berry Quilters 0420 301 511 
redberrysec@gmail.com  kerrie.piper@gmail.com         

CHURCHES

Berry Uniting Church 0466 717 254
berryuniting@gmail.com    71 Albert St., Berry

Meroo Union Church (Friends of)  4448 6048
rim@virtualvity.com.au  Facebook: Meroo Union Church

Scots’ Presbyterian Church, Berry  4464 1903
Rev. Isaac Jung    colin@daydesign.com.au   
www.berrypresbyterianchurch.net.au

South Coast Life Church         
josh@southcoastlife 0402 699 732
Erica Noonan, Lead Pastor  
www.southcoastlife.org          F:  South Coast Life Church

St. Luke’s Anglican Church 4464 1058
87 Victoria Street Berry    
www.berryanglican.org     o�ce@berryanglican.org

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church  4423 1712
nowra@dow.org.au 
North Street Berry    
www.nowraparish.org.au                             

EDUCATION AND PLAYGROUPS

Berry Computers for Seniors  0414 982 010
Uniting Church Hall, 77 Albert St, Berry berrycfs@gmail.com

Berry Community Pre-school 4464 1764 
berrypreschool@bigpond.com     www.berrypreschool.org.au

Berry Kids Club 0419 634 365
Berry Presbyterian Church sueskinner83@gmail.com

South Coast Life Church 

Let’s Play (Playgroup) Dale Wells 0409 262 971
Alison Page 0421 186 127                  
www.southcoastlife.org/lets-play

EDUCATION AND PLAYGROUPS CONTINUED

South Coast Kid’s Club           
Sharayah Lardner 04073 791 886
sharayah@southcoastlife.org              
www.southcoastlife.org/kids-club

Berry Youth Group Kate Weakley 0403 915 728 
kateweakley74@gmail.com               
www.southcoastlife.org/berry-youth.html

GARDENING & LANDCARE

Berry Landcare 0427 255 417
www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/berry-landcare/  
www.facebook.com/Southerners2535/

Berry & District Garden Club 0411 477 997
secretary@berrygardens.org.au               
www.berrygardens.org.au    

Berry Public School Plant Propagation 4464 3911
Berryplantpropagation@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BerryPlantProp 
Natural Studies and Plant Propagation Centre BPS

RECREATION

Berry Bridge Club Inc.  0417 207 130 
ceciliemlewis@gmail.com     www.bridgewebs.com/berry

SPORT

Berry Men’s Bowling Club 4464 2995
draym@bigpond.com   

Berry Riding Club 0410 506 143
info@berryridingclub.com       
www.berryridingclub.com

Berry Tennis Club                                                                  
PO Box 133 Berry NSW 2535       
berrytennis@hotmail.com

Berry Women’s Bowling Club 4464 3053

SPONSORED

A Taste of Paradise  0490 060 251
admin@atasteofparadise.org.au    
www.atasteofparadise.org.au

Berry Community Library 0425 220 258
77 Albert St (Berry Uniting Church Hall)  
berrycommunitylibrary@gmail.com

Berry Public School Plant Propagation  4464 3911
Berryplantpropagation@gmail.com

Berry Writers Festival 
info@berrywritersfestival.org.au
www.berrywritersfestival.com.au 

Bundanon Trust  4422 2100
www.bundanon.com.au

Pink Up Berry  0428 005 910
Raises Money for the McGrath Foundation 
pinkupberry@gmail.com

SALT Ministries 4480 5028
Supporting those in need  5-19 Birley St. Bomaderry
info@salt.org.au    or    Facebook

Shoalhaven Education Fund 0414 379 059 
chair@sef.org.au         
www.cef.org.au/shoalhaven

Any Berry Community group who are yet to provide their updated details (after your AGM elections for example) please email them to info@berryalliance.
org.au. If you need a form please email us for that. Please ensure that we always receive any updates or changes.  

Berry Alliance and Town Crier Management Committee

Police Assistance Line (Non-Urgent Police Reports) 131 444
Berry Police 4464 2175
Fire & Rescue NSW 02 4478 4924

Rural Fire Brigade (Broughton Vale) 4464 1522
SES For Emergency Help in Floods & Storms 132 500
Ambulance - always call 000EMERGENCY 000

We would like to recognise and recommend our Printers - Berry Printers.
Berry Printers have been our partners in producing the Berry Town Crier for nearly twenty years now and since we also 

engaged them to do our graphic design we have enjoyed excellent, seamless and on time production.

They are a local business (which is an important consideration for us) and a family owned and run business.

We certainly recommend them if you need and printing done, from shop signs to business cards and everything in between.

Thank you for your partnership with us. Berry Printers 4422 3774.

Berry Alliance and Town Crier Management Committee
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DAS, MODIFICATIONS, REVIEWS & PRIVATE CERTIFIERS COMPLYING DEVELOPMENTS – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

DA2025/1984 –   16/8/2025 – Change of use to an existing cafe and shop to a small bar including demolition of internal wall and fit out works and signage to 
    replace existing - 102 Queen Street Berry
PCD2025/1495 –   14/8/2025 – Change of use & commercial alterations & additions - 78 Albert Street Berry 
PCD2025/1561 –     8/9/2025 – Secondary dwelling & swimming pool - 21 King Street Berry
PCD2025/1567 –   10/9/2025 – 2 storey dual occupancy attached - 57 Victoria Street Berry
MA2025/1290  S4.55(1A) to DA2024/1837 - 10/9/2025 – Increasing the height of the masonary wall behind the BBQ. Installation of windows to part of the 
    open side the covered patio -the eastern end - 2 Ashworth Place Berry
PCD2025/1580 –   15/9/2025 – Residential care facility alterations & additions - 10 Victoria Street Berry
PCD2025/1596 –   16/9/2025 – Detached shed - 100 O’Kee�es Lane Jaspers Brush
PCD2025/1290 –   19/9/2025 – Single storey secondary dwelling - 21 King Street Berry
DA2025/2152 –   20/9/2025 – Alterations and additions to dwelling house and part use as a bed and breakfast accommodation - 15 Agars Lane Berry
PCD2025/1623 –   23/9/2025 – Dwelling alterations &additions - 8 Alexandra Street Berry 
DA2025/2199 – 06/10/2025 – Single storey dwelling house, secondary dwelling, garage and swimming pool – 46 Connors View, Berry
PCD2025/1661 – 09/10/2025 – Dwelling alterations and Additions & studio – 8 Alexandra St., Berry
PCD2025/1659 –   7/10/2025 – Detached shed – 140C Bryces Rd; Far Meadow
DA2025/2259 – 10/10/2025 – Dwelling house, associated site works, landscaping and amenities – 9 Foremans Rd., Woodhill

DAS, MODIFICATIONS, REVIEWS & PRIVATE CERTIFIERS COMPLYING DEVELOPMENTS – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

DA2025/1865 – 12/9/2025 – Approved - Private horse arena and detached shed - 7 Schofields Lane Berry
DA2025/1548 – 22/9/202 – Approved - Single storey dwelling house - 33 Bong Bong Street Berry
DA2024/2388 – 26/9/2025 – Approved - Lot 2 DPI 111012 and consideration of Lot A DP185785 to create 2 lots, Lot 11 of 12HA with 
    dwelling entitlement and Lot 12 of 301, 8ha across both Shoalhaven and Kiama LGA’s  - Beach Road, Berry
DA2025/1291 – 1/10/2025 – Approved - Alterations and additions to the existing dwelling house and an awning roof connecting the dwelling house 
    and the garage - 450 Agars Lane, Berry
DA2025/1290 – Approved – 3/10/2025 - S4.55(1A) to DA2024/1837 - Increasing the height of the masonary wall behind the BBQ. 
    Installation of windows to part of the open side the covered patio -the eastern end - 2 Ashworth Place Berry
MA2025/1265 – 08/10/2025 – Approved – S4.55(1A) to DA23/1020 – Continued use of installed tennis court lighting and 
    adjustment to location of pool house – 12 Serenity Ridge, Berry
DA2025/1461 – Approved – 08/10/2025 – Alterations and additions to existing dwelling including elevated car parking platform – 2 Ford St., Berry

Brought to you by the Management Committee of the Berry Alliance Town Crier
More updates (between issues of the Town Crier) can be found in the Friends of the Berry Town Crier Newsletters which are emailed out.
Subscribe to be a Friend of the Berry Town Crier by emailing info@berryalliance.org.au with your name, email address and telephone number with your request 
“Subscribe to Friends Newsletter”. Friends also receive an “E” version of each Town Crier prior to delivery) plus can includes reminders of Deadlines and extended article on a number of issues.

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS AND DETERMINATIONS
Here is a list of the most recent Shoalhaven City Council Development Applications and Determinations since the list was produced in the last Berry Town Crier.
The information on how you can see details and follow these applications, to make submissions and to follow an application is provided in the Town Crier each 
month  It is also provided in the “Friends of the Berry Town Crier” Newsletters sent out regularly between editions of the Town Crier.
CHANGES – You will note that we are no longer listing Determinations unless it is a significant application and in particular if a DA is Rejected. If a community 
member has an interest in any DA then all details are provided on the Council Web Site: http://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/masterviewUI/modules/
ApplicationMaster/Default.aspx  Development Application Tracking. 
Also, you may note that there are an increased range of DA, PCD, MA titles to their number.
“DA” is Development Application and is still currently the standard application.
“PCD” is Private Complying Development an application being submitted and approved by a private Assessor. These are usually signed o� and approved in a 
couple of days.
“MA” means Modified Application – sometimes previously described as a variation. But it is an application for a modification to an existing approval.

16 October 2025

Organisations and individuals lodging development proposals with 
Council are being reminded to include all required documentation to 
ensure timely assessment under NSW Government timeframes. 
Under the Ministerial Statement of Expectations Order, Shoalhaven 
Council is required to assess development applications (DAs) within 
105 calendar days following lodgement.  
Mayor Patricia White said while Council is well positioned to meet the 
new target, the ability of sta� to finalise assessments also hinges on 
applications being lodged with all the necessary supporting material. 
“Council is continuing to work closely with applicants to ensure all 
required documentation is submitted to help ensure sta� are able to 
assess proposals e�ciently and within the timeframes set by the NSW 
Government,” Cr White said.  
“By working with industry to improve the quality and completeness 
of applications, Council’s performance targets can be met, and vital 
infrastructure funding will be unlocked, ensuring we can contribute 
meaningfully to the delivery of new homes across the city,” she said.  
“As we enter this new phase of planning reform, it’s important that we 
all adapt to the evolving expectations set by the NSW Government to 
achieve the best results,” she said.  

Council works with industry 
to improve DA assessment times

During the 2024-25 financial year, Council successfully achieved 
the NSW Government’s previous target of 110 calendar days for DA 
assessment times. 
The Department of Planning’s league table  also shows that in 2024-
25 Shoalhaven Council received 929 DAs, putting Council in the top 
10 for the number of applications lodged.
The result ensures Council is eligible for a share of $67 million in 
grant funding under round one of the Faster Assessments Incentive 
Program, to deliver local infrastructure such as roads, open spaces, 
and community facilities.  
Eligible councils will be scored and ranked based on their average 
assessment timeframes in 2024–25 and their improvement against 
their average over the previous three years.   
The NSW Government is due to announce the successful councils to 
receive funding, this month. 
Successful councils will be contacted by the Department of Planning 
following completion of the assessment process and asked to 
nominate an eligible local infrastructure project. 
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...dedicated to your wellbeing

4464 2874

84 Queen Street Berry NSW 2535
email: wbpqueen84@hotmail.com

Nikki Hilton
Mary Pentecost

E: wilsonhirst@hotmail.com

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER 
 NEW HOMES  EXTENSIONS  RENOVATIONS

02 4421 8677 M: 0449 668 439

Vaughn’s Lawn & 
Garden Service

Local knowledge

Professional service

Fully insured

0408 863 776

www.vaughnsgardening.com.au

	
	
Local	electrician	
Phone	0487	093	173	
Licence	number	270316C	
Solar	
Mains	electrical	connection	
Underground	sub	mains	to	building	or	structure	
Solar	quote	design	and	install	
Meter	box	upgrade	with	safety	switched	or	three	phase	
New	house	wire	or	remodeling	
Hot	water	install	
Outdoor	lighting	
Fan	install	
All	your	electrical	needs	
	

• Solar quote, design, install, 
repair and maintenance

• Mains electrical connection
• Underground sub mains to 

building or structure
• Oven, cooktop and rangehood 

repair or installation
• Meter box upgrade with safety 

switched or three phase supply

• New house wire or 
remodeling

• Hot water install
• Outdoor lighting
• Fan install
• All your electrical needs

GREG KELLY
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

info@aiscertifiers.com.au

PCA

ANTHONY LEWIS

BDC 0228

PCA

JARED NEVILL

BDC 2523

TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY

Physiotherapy | Pelvic health | Pilates | Massage

4234 4666
Book online: gerringongphysio.com

Hey	Sue	would	it	be	possible	to	make	the	following	changes	to	the	below	trades	advert	by	any	
chance?	
	
But	for	now	could	we	please	change	the	following:	
	
Add:																																																																							Mini	Excavation	
Remove:														‘Craig’	and	leave	as									‘Marland	Plumbing	Services’	
Remove:														address	and	insert:										Over	25	years	experience	in	the	Shoalhaven	
Change:															phone	/	fax	to	read								phone:	4480	2251	
Change																	email:	to	read																			marlandplumbing@iinet.net.au	
	
	
	
	

Step into our vibrant salon where the magic of 
transformation awaits at 108 Queen Street Berry!

www.blowbaronqueen.com
E: hello@blowbaronqueen.com

02 4464 2618
blowbaronqueen

� Hair Cuts – Ladies & Mens
� Colours – Tints, Foils, Balayage
� Wash, Blow Dry and Styling
� Treatments – Keratin, K18, Hair Masks
� Makeup Services
� Retail Hair Care & Styling Products
� Champagne & Cocktails
� Wedding Hair & Makeup Specialists

 
 

 
Step into our vibrant salon 

where the magic of 

transformation awaits at 

108 Queen St Berry! 
 

● Hair Cuts – Ladies & Mens 
● Colours – Tints, Foils, Balayage 
● Wash, Blow Dry and Styling 
● Treatments – Keratin, K18, Hair Masks 
● Makeup Services 
● Retail Hair Care & Styling Products 
● Champagne & Cocktails  
● Wedding Hair & Makeup Specialists 

W:  www.blowbaronqueen.com             P:  02 44642618 
E:   hello@blowbaronqueen.com           I:  blowbaronqueen 

Graham Ellison LL.B.

• Real Estate & 
 Business Conveyancing
•  Wills, Probate and 
 Personal Arrangements
5 HOST PLACE BERRY

Ph: 0408 444 808

graham@gmellisonlawyers.com.au

1 Column
Single rate = $110 or
Repeat rate = $297 ($99 x 3 issues)

Dimensions: 10cm H x 6cm W
2 Column 
Single rate = $143 or
Repeat rate = $363 ($121 x 3 issues)

Dimensions: 10cm H x 12cm W
3 Column 
Single rate = $176 or
Repeat rate = $495 ($165 x 3 issues) 
Dimensions: 10cm H x 18.5cm W
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S 1 issue = $60
6 issues = $252 
($42 each issue)

12 issues = $432
($36 each issue)

Dimensions:

6cm W x 5cm H

* One box, no 
 changes, one 
 invoice paid up 
 front.

Full Page
Single rate = $363 
or
Repeat rate = $900 
($300 x 3 issues)

Dimensions: 

27cm H x 18.5cm W

* Repeat rate applies to 
3 or more issues with 
no changes and one 
invoice to be paid up 
front.

Keeping
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WWW.BERRYALLIANCE.ORG.AU

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

JUNE 2017 PRICE: $
3.00

PO BOX 202 BERRY NSW 2535

BERRY P&C 

FUNDRAISER

Page 2

TIPS FOR 

KEEPING 

YOUR 

COMPUTER 

SAFE

Page 8

BOOMERANG 

BAGS

GOES LIVE IN

BERRY THIS 

MONTH
Page 4

STEPS 

TOWARDS 

BERRY’S

ADVENTURE

PLAYGROUND

Page 5

TOUR 

DE BERRY

 – A
 UNIQUE 

SOUTH COAST 

EVENT

Page 3 and 31

Photo Credit: Katrina Underwood

Keeping Berry Informed

TOWN CRIER
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Y

WWW.BERRYALLIANCE.ORG.AU

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

APRIL 2017 PRICE: $3.00

PO BOX 202 BERRY NSW 2535

BERRY 
JAZZ 
RETURNS IN MAY

Page 2

PREPARING FOR PLASTIC FREE JULYPage 5

EASTER MESSAGES
Page 8 &10

ZONTA IS 
HAVING ANOTHER PRE-LOVED CLOTHING 

SALE
Page 25

BOOMERANG 
BAGS

Page 7
MEN’S SHED SCHOLARSHIP INITIATIVEPage 23

ANZAC DAY - TUESDAY 25TH APRIL

March assembly by 10.20 with Commemoration Service to 

commence once March reaches Memorial Park Cenotaph.

G.M. Ellison & Co.
lawyers • conveyancers

llll lnllC 
Ul1IUU( 
INNOVATIONS 
GLASS & FA3RICATION 

0422260235 
Specialising in glass & aluminium designs: 

Pool fencing Shower screens 
Balustrades Gates Privacy screens 

@ unique.innovations.sthcoast 

llll lnllC 
Ul1IUU( 
INNOVATIONS 
GLASS & FA3RICATION 

0422260235 
Specialising in glass & aluminium designs: 

Pool fencing Shower screens 
Balustrades Gates Privacy screens 

@ unique.innovations.sthcoast 

SUPPORT

LOCAL

BUSINESSES
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AUT0M0TIVE SERVICE CENTRE

CALL 4424 0803

96 N0RTH ST, N0WRA

SERVICING | REPAIRS | PINK & BLUE SLIPS 

FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS

EUROPEAN SPECIALISTS

 COURTESY CAR AVALIABLE

Original, local and experienced.

• FEEDING • EXERCISING • RUGGING 
• GARDEN / MAIL / GARBAGE

Megan 0407 407 328
Dip in Animal Care

ESTABLISHED 1995

FOR ALL 
DOMESTIC 
PETS AND 

FARM 
ANIMALS

All Jobs Carpentry 

Decks, Pergolas, Maintenance,

Renovations, Additions, 

Kitchen & Bathroom Reno’s

Free Quotes 0434392017  LIC NO: 317866C

TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY

We aim for a professional finish and 

work with the customer to obtain the 

job they desire.

Specialising in:

• Stamped

• Stencil

• Colour Cove

• Black Basalt

• Machine Finish 

• Stained

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED • QUALITY FIRST • LIC NO: 169901c

P: 0401 236 850
www.onestophomes.com.au

YO UR LOCA L B UI LDE RYOUR LOCA L B UI LDE R  
 NEW HOMES  NEW HOMES  EXTENSIONS  EXTENSIONS  RENOVATIONS RENOVATIONS

02 4421 8677 02 4421 8677 M:M: 0449 668 439 0449 668 439

Residential Commercial 25+Years Experience Fully Insured

Road Grading +

Gravel supplier

n Rural, private and farm roads

n Local Contractor

n Fully Insured

Contact

John

0408 160 428

john.52.smith@icloud.com

Call or text Ben on 0438 703 109

Call or text Ben on 0438 703 109
For all your concreting & Landscaping projects

Call or text Ben on 0438 703 109

SHOAL PLUMBING
____ 0411 476 780 ____ 

All your plumbing,
drainage, gas, roofing

and emergency plumbing.

CHRISTOPHER BRAMLEY
LIC NO. 235127C

SUPPORT

LOCAL

BUSINESSES

MECHANICS TO YOU!

CALL 0414 800 359

MOBILE SERVICE & REPAIRS
LAWNMOWERS | TRACTORS | TRUCKS | FARM EQUIPMENT

Moving made easy from Berry NSW - 
Australia wide with Care & Heart

Experience a new level of professionalism.

0428 643 557



13 Hawke St, 

Huskisson NSW 2540

121 Queen St,  

Berry NSW 2535

(02) 4464 1600 

hello@mcgoldrick.com.au 

Scan QR code to view our properties 

WELCOMING 
PATRICK SUE AND 
OUR NEW JERVIS 

BAY OFFICE
We’re excited to welcome Patrick Sue to the 

McGoldrick Estate Agents team as we open the doors 

to our new Jervis Bay office. This expansion marks 

another step in our commitment to serving the South 

Coast’s thriving coastal communities.

Before entering real estate, Patrick spent six years with 

the Royal Australian Artillery in the Australian Army.  

He holds a Bachelor of Business majoring in Marketing 

from Torrens University and an MBA from Deakin 

University, graduating with distinction.

Patrick’s strong academic foundation, combined with 

practical sales experience, brings a valuable mix of 

insight, professionalism, and integrity to his work.  

His approachable nature, local knowledge, and 

genuine passion for helping people achieve their 

property goals make him a perfect fit for the  

McGoldrick culture and our clients alike.

Selling in Jervis Bay? Get in touch with Patrick

 0431 110 014     patrick@mcgoldrick.com.au 


